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gularities naturally strike a stranger, who can see no
further with his own eyes; but those who have lived
their lives with him and under him put these particu-
larities a good deal out of one's sight or mind, by the
testimony of a whole people in matters more essential.
He is universally beloved by a nation which he has
governed for thirty years; and in all that time it is said
confidently that, with absolute power, no man has had
reason to complain of an injury from his hand. He was
implicitly trusted by the Empress-Queen,1 and is now
not only trusted, but loved and , indulged in all his
peculiarities, by the Emperor,2 whose own manners are
as contrary to those of his minister as those of the Duke
of Buccleuch can be to the Duke of Koxburghe,3 Prince
Kaurdtz has shown Harriet the most distinguished
civilities, and has won her heart, not more by very
gallant attentions to herself, than by some flattering
things he has said, and I believe sincerely, of Sir
James* * . .

c We are pleased with the gradual improvement of the
roads, country, and climate, as we got out of Poland
and towards the sun. We began with, crab apples and
pears, then sour apples and pears, then blue plums, and
at length vineyards on every hill* The day before we
arrived here baskets of peaches were thrust into the
coach, and the people fought for who should sell us a
basketful for a halfpenny. We bought about sixty

1 Maria Theresa.                                             2 Joseph.

1 The celebrated book-collector, who is said to have had the shy and
reserved manners of a student.